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First of all, I want to thank the arrangers of this Conference for inviting me to speak here today. Secondly I would like to emphasize that I in the following will mention the USA and USAF many times. This has nothing to do with any feelings against USA or the Americans – on the contrary – but it is because we have received very much assistance from the USA and the American authorities have shown great openness towards us. All information that we in the past many years have obtained, comes from the United States of America.

I represent the Association of radiation afflicted Thule Workers, whose members in 1968 assisted the USAF in a huge clean-up operation after an accident involving a B52 bomber carrying 4 nuclear bombs of the type MK28 thermo nuclear. In 1968 as many as 1100 – 1200 civilian Danish workers worked at Thule Airbase as skilled and unskilled labourers, thereby relieving American soldiers, to other tasks. In those days there was a certain need for them in the Far East.

I myself have worked and lived in Greenland for 20 years, of which I lived and worked at Thule Air Base for 10 years

Our Association had – when we were biggest – 600 members, now we are 195 left. Our Association was created in 1988, due to the fact that a number of the former Thule workers experienced very rare skin diseases and many cancer incidents.

But let us turn our mind back to the Sixties. In those days the Cold War was on, and the US was at war in Vietnam. Since the late Forties the USSR and USA had built up very powerful nuclear strike-forces. In the USSR mainly based on long range intercontinental ballistic missiles and in USA mainly based on a long range bomber airplane namely the B52.

The whole idea of having this tremendous nuclear strike force was to show the opponent – the enemy – so much military muscle, that he would NOT dare to attack you.

One must say that it worked – the Cold War never turned hot.

The American strategy was to establish Operation Chrome Dome. Operation Chrome Dome was an airborne alert mission consisting of up to 12 B52s constantly flying 24 hours around the clock in the Arctic Area and over the sea of the North Pole – all of them combat ready. The same number of B52s were flying over the Mediterranean Area. Each airplane carried internally 4 nuclear hydrogen bombs of the type MK28, each with a yield of 1,5 megaton. A B52 could also at the same time carry 2 Hound Dog Missiles, one under each wing and with a yield of 4 megaton each.

So if the Cold War showed tendencies to grow warm, the airborne alert mission could be up to 12 B52s each armed with nuclear weapons with at yield of 14 megaton pr. aircraft. And as there were 12 the total yield of airborne nuclear weapons in the Arctic Zone would be 168 megaton. The same amount of nuclear yield would be airborne in the Mediterranean Area. So Ladies and Gentlemen 168 megaton is the same as 168.000.000 tons of ordinary explosives like TNT or Dynamite. As you can see we are on the American side talking of 336 megatons of airborne nuclear weapons.

Of course we must take into consideration, that the USSR nuclear strike forces had at least the same. 

So I will here declare that around 700 megatons nuclear yield would have been released immediately in a nuclear battle – if the Cold war turned hot back in those days.

All of us here and there – were very very lucky that the Cold War NEVER turned hot.

If it had done so, we today would have no worries about CO2 and climate changes – It had already been taken care of.

With such a massive airborne alert mission, there will be many many chances for mishaps, incidents and accidents. Such one took place on the 21st of January 1968. One B52 aircraft of the airborne alert mission Chrome Dome had a special mission as a Thule Monitor. The Thule monitor had to fly in a butter-knife figure over Thule Air Base – to control by radio communication and by visual observations – that Thule Air Base was operational and undamaged. Because, at Thule Air Base was placed the Master Radar Station in the Ballistic Missile Early Warning System. This system would give USA a 20 minutes warning of a ballistic missile attack. Time enough for the fleet of airborne combat ready B52s to go to pre-designated targets in USSR and drop their bombs.

On the day of 21st of January 1968 the Thule Monitor caught on fire down in the navigator’s compartment. A lot of smoke developed – the crew failed to fight the fire – the aircraft suddenly lost all electric power – it was near Thule Airbase and the crew could see the lights from the base, it was a cold clear Sunday afternoon with minus 38 degrees Celsius and arctic darkness.

The crew bailed out and the aircraft crashed – after it had made a 180 degree left turn passing over the base – it crashed on the sea ice some 11 kilometres due west of the base. Of the 7 crewmembers 6 was rescued and 1 was killed. The bombs, at least 3 of them, exploded in the impact together with the airplane. This explosion was due to that, each bomb has quite a heavy load of ordinary chemical high explosives, which is the “match” to light up the nuclear process and the nuclear detonation. As the 4 weapons onboard the aircraft were in an unarmed stage – it was NOT a nuclear detonation. But the explosion of the chemical high explosives together with the explosion of the aircraft itself and all its fuel – widely spread all the radioactive components of the bombs over the crash site and the nearby islands and land.

The bombs contained Plutonium 238, 239, 240, Americium 241 plus a lot of Uranium 235 and some Tritium. We do not know how many kilos of each kind – it is still a secret – here nearly 42 years after the accident. The bomb MK28 entered the US nuclear stock-pile in 1958 and was finally withdrawn in 1993. a total number of 4.500 was produced.

I would here like to draw your attention to Plutonium 238. Here in Denmark many people believe that plutonium is only 1 kind. That is not correct there are several isotopes of plutonium. Plutonium 239 is the isotope that we call weapon plutonium. It is rather stabile and has a half lifetime of 24000 years. Plutonium 238 is rather unstable and has a half lifetime of 87 to 88 years and is between 200 and 300 times as radioactive as Plutonium 239. The bomb MK28 is the “mother” of all hydrogen bombs, but is also an early 1st generation of the hydrogen bombs and is a so called “dirty one”. I can here lay forward a report from Mats Eriksson and others as documentation.

Many Thule workers were involved the huge clean-up operation, which took place in the weeks and months after the crash. All contaminated debris from the aircraft was collected and transported by surface back to the base for storage and later shipment to USA in the summer, when the port of Thule Airbase is free of ice. Many cubic meters of contaminated snow and ice was scraped together loaded into containers and transported back to the base – also for later shipment to USA.

All this contaminated debris, snow and ice (that later melted into contaminated water), was stored on a so-called “Tank Farm”. Here it was loaded and reloaded several times to prepare it for shipment by sea back to USA (The Savannah River Plant).

It is during this handling of the contaminated snow, ice and debris, that the Thule workers have been exposed to radiation. 

I can here lay forward to you an annotation from The Danish Institute for Radiation Protection. This paper describes and quotes a control list from the Control Post of the mentioned “Tank Farm”. A control list, that covers passage of in and outgoing traffic of the “Tank Farm” of Danish personnel. The Control Post was manned by military personal, Air Police. Outgoing personnel were always measured for radioactivity. The US military lower limit was 450 counts pr. minute. That control list shows that a great number of Danish Thule workers have received rather massive doses of radiation. 1 person as much as up to 140.000 counts pr minute. The first part of the paper – the part describing the leader of the Royal Greenland Trade Department and his Eskimo-rescue team is a direct lie! I am the mentioned leader of the Royal Greenland Trade Department. The truth is that we all in the team were stripped naked to skin and had to go through showers, because we were heavily contaminated on our outer clothing. So heavily contaminated, that all our arctic fur gear was confiscated and send for cleaning to USA. It could not be cleaned and it never came back!. The USAF had to pay for a number of polar bear skins to be flown in from Copenhagen, so my Eskimo team could have new polar bear pants made. Without that type of equipment they can not manage their hunting and living in this far north area.

The Danish Institute for Radiation Protection denies us – the Association – and the public of who of the workers are listed on this list. The Danish Health System denies to supervise the health of the Thule workers even though The Danish Institute of Radiation Protection has registered, that a great number of the Thule workers have received massive doses of radiation.

I often wonder, who the Danish Institute of Radiation Protection, PROTECTS! It is definitely NOT the CITIZENS!

The fact, which my Association, have experienced over the last 20 years, is that this case is so INFECTED in Denmark – politically as well in the permanent administration system – that it is impossible to get justice here in this our own country.

Therefore we have turned to The European Union for assistance. First we went to the Petition Committee of the European Parliament and presented our case there. They treated our case very positively in form of a Report, which was laid forward on the 10th of May 2007 in the European Parliament. The European Parliament voted with a massive majority in our favour. 

This political movement against the State of Denmark created absolutely NO reaction here in Denmark.

Right now we are preparing a case, which we are taking to the EU high-Court of Justice in Luxembourg. As of right now our case is in progress there and we are waiting for which result we eventually will obtain.

This whole long and difficult fight has solely been financed by the members of our Association. NO public money is involved.

So you can understand that I am very proud of being president and spokesman for such a group of determined men! THEY WILL NEVER GIVE UP!!

And at last Thank you all, very much for your patience and your ears and let me finish this contribution with the hope, that its content, shows the danger of nuclear weapons for the whole mankind – even in relative peaceful times. And that this contribution will help convince all, that it is important to make The Arctic a Nuclear Weapon Free Zone.

In Aulum, Jutland, Denmark in July 2009.
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